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1. Early Childhood 

2. “Out of School Time” youth development 
programs 

3. Early warning data system 

4. CTE / relevance 

5. Education and Career Action Plan (ECAP) 

6. Career pathways/business involvement 

7. Remediation/Dropout prevention/credit 
recovery (new) 
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 Nine key opportunities in Arizona 
◦ Kindergarten Developmental Index (KDI) pilot in 2014-15 can help 

link pre-school years with K-3 system 
◦ Professional Development Systems Building Work group focusing 

on quality teachers in early years 
◦ Data system aligning early childhood with K-12 in progress 
◦ Early Childhood learning standards already developed to align 

with K-3 common core 
◦ Interest in extended school year/learning time 
◦ K-3 reading funding required reading intervention plans 
◦ Read On Arizona’s literacy supports and statewide literacy plan 
◦ Build AZ and FTF beginning to tackle fractured systems related to 

professional development, certification and early childhood 
investments 

◦ Districts are finding creative ways to fund full day kindergarten 
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 Three key opportunities exist in Arizona 
◦ Help OST programs increase their understanding of quality 

to assist them in developing strategies to improve quality 
taking their existing resources into consideration 
 Toolkit for districts to get good results in their relationships 

with Out of School Time providers 
 Use existing Move on When Reading and change in laws to drive 

energy and results 
 Encouraging cities to voluntarily adopt for their own OST 

programs 
◦ Encourage high quality providers into the market 

 Affordability, accessibility, encouragement 
◦ Identify / research relationships between OST and academic 

achievement in Arizona 
◦ Create an assessment 
◦ Create professional development aligned to the standards 
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 Three key opportunities exist in Arizona 
◦ Address HQT issue for CTE teachers 

 May be changing in national framework; other states have 
gotten a waiver – is the BA a hard and fast rule? 

◦ Clarify role of SBE versus local school boards in awarding 
academic credit for CTE courses, especially those 
considered 4th year math, and encourage more 
aggressive processes to get courses approved 
 Reviewed with SBE:  

◦ Encourage revision of administrative code (R72-302 item 
f) to allow one credit of fine arts AND/OR vocational 
education, and other revisions as needed  
 Reviewed board rule:  

◦ Business community going to push hard on opening up 
the definitions of pathways for kids 
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 Plan of coursework, career aspirations and 
extended learning opportunities in order to 
develop individual academic and career goals and 
determine a “program of study” helps students 
find relevance in their coursework and reduce 
time to completing their goals 

 Arizona students required to complete an ECAP 
with a six year plan and that a parent reviews; 
signs the ECAP each year 

 Information housed in “AZCIS”, and the student’s 
login stays with them as they enter post-
secondary stages in life 

6 



 Four key opportunities exist in Arizona 
◦ Fund CIS system and ECAP supports 

◦ Build parent / school awareness 

◦ Engage the business community and volunteers to 
help counsel and mentor students while developing 
their ECAP 

 Was mandated around counseling but needs everyone 
else involved, not just falling on counselors – maybe 
get business leaders involved or  partner with 
postsecondary to figure out connections and 
individualize what kid are doing in school 

◦ Encourage the development of ECAPs in earlier 
grades 
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 Key opportunities exist in Arizona 
◦ Unify business-education-workforce development conversations 

currently occurring between “Pathways” team, AMP, Arizona CTE 
Quality Skills Commission  (formerly Arizona Skills Standards 
Commission) 

◦ Develop “action plan” based on Morrison Institute (etc) 
“Challenges-Champions” framework  

◦ Encourage business involvement in earlier grades 
 ECAP could be part of this, as well as Go Build or other “marketing” of 

skilled pathways 
◦ Encourage programs of study that lead to high school graduation 

AND industry certification – not an “either/or” for students 
◦ Explore changes to state WIA plan that allow for better alignment 

between business/workforce development/education, such as AA 
degrees and use of Perkins funds 
 Local WIA funds could pay for industry credentials for JTED completers 
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 State statutes about credit recovery:  

 NGA info to be inserted  

 



Recommendations are non-linear, but fall into 
“foundational” and “applied” locations of action 

1. Early Childhood 

2. Afterschool youth development programs 

3. Early warning data system 

4. CTE / relevance 

5. Education and Career Action Plan (ECAP) 

6. Career pathways/business involvement 

 

Graduation (College and 

Career Ready) 

Relevance through 

CTE/Business 

involvement 
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Time  
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Culture 
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1. Early Childhood 

2. Afterschool 
youth 
development 
programs 

3. Early warning 
data system 

4. CTE / relevance 

5. Education and 
Career Action 
Plan (ECAP) 

6. Career 
pathways/busine
ss involvement 

 



◦ Legislative  

 Require Kindergarten Developmental Index (KDI) be added to data system 

 Budgetary 

◦ Extended learning time, focused on struggling students 

◦ Adjust/enhance K-3 reading funding to focus on struggling students 

 Regulatory 

◦ Credentials for early childhood workers aligned to academic standards 

 “Visionary” 

◦ Enhance visibility of Read On Arizona and Build AZ 

◦ Promote creative ways to fund voluntary full day kindergarten that is 
aligned to state standards 

◦ Help OST programs increase their understanding of quality to assist them 
in developing strategies to improve quality taking their existing resources 
into consideration 

◦ Identify / research relationships between OST and academic achievement 
in Arizona 
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◦ Legislative 

 Expand school and district level use of comprehensive, 
“leading indicator” data and collaborative processes for 
drop out prevention in state data system 

 Address understanding and awareness of chronic 
absenteeism (10% absence rate) and its role in a data 
system 

 Address ELL block leading to under-credited students 

◦ Budgetary 

 Consider pro-active measures that keep students from 
falling behind such as extended learning opportunities 
and “learning any time, any where”  
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◦ Regulatory 

 Address HQT issue for CTE teachers 

 Clarify role of SBE versus local school boards in awarding academic credit for CTE 
courses, especially those considered 4th year math, and encourage more aggressive 
processes to get courses approved 

 Encourage revision of administrative code (R72-302 item f) to allow one credit of fine 
arts AND/OR vocational education, and other revisions as needed  

 Encourage the development of ECAPs in earlier grades 

 Explore changes to state WIA plan that allow for better alignment between 
business/workforce development/education, such as AA degrees and use of Perkins 
funds 

 Address 8th grade math as bridge to 9th grade algebra 

 “Visionary” 

◦ Build parent / school awareness of ECAP 

◦ Engage the business community and volunteers to help counsel and mentor students 
while developing their ECAP 

◦ Unify business-education-workforce development conversations currently occurring 
between “Pathways” team, AMP, Arizona Skills Standards Commission 

◦ Develop “action plan” based on Morrison Institute (etc) “Challenges-Champions” 
framework  

◦ Encourage business involvement in earlier grades 

◦ Encourage programs of study that lead to high school graduation AND industry 
certification – not an “either/or” for students 
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Prepared for 
Governor’s Office for Education Innovation 

Broadband Stakeholders Meeting 

December 13, 2012 

Better Internet for Arizona Education: 
Analysis & Findings 



Analytical Approach & Data   
• Quantitative analysis focused on K-12 & Library Internet connectivity and costs 
• No analysis of Community College and University data, yet 
• No analysis of Tribal situation. Virtually no data reported for Tribal schools & libraries  
• High level “Needs List” analysis; no other analysis of “behind the demarc” issues i.e. 

device ratio, E-Rate administration, buying consortia effectiveness, etc. 
• Data distilled to basic units for useful comparisons; data rates by geographic & school 

units + $ Mbps/mo,  
• Network architecture & carrier agnostic; i.e. WAN accessed, Internet Direct Internet 

access, wireless etc. 
• Reported  (GOEI survey) data supplemented with USAC-SLD and calculated data. County 

medians used for missing data rate and $ Mbps K-12 District data 
• GOEI Survey data should be considered a sample rather than a census; relatively low 

number of charter school reported data 
• Naming conventions prevent comprehensive matching of AED, USAC and reported data, 

particularly for charter schools 
• Some readily available comparative national & high performing states data collected & 

applied 
• Carrier infrastructure type reported only for Libraries; data rate proxy used for K-12  
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Analytical Approach & Data   
• GOEI Survey Data 

– 310 Public Districts /Charter schools  & 1415 campuses in data set 
• 266 reporting data rates 
• 252 reporting cost 
• 56 reporting No or 0% E-Rate Discount 

– Reported download rates 
– Annual costs  
– Student counts 
– # of campus  
– Districts by county 
– % E-Rate by District/Charter school 
– Needs categories 

• USAC – SLD Data 
– Annual Internet costs 
– 2012 Funded & Not Funded $’s 
– % E-Rate 
– LEA Codes 

• ADE 
– Student counts 
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Analytical Approach & Data   
• Calculated Values 

– Campus level/Student level data rates 
– $ Per Mpbs 
– Missing annual costs & district/campus data rates 

• Other sources 
– UEN 
– EducationSuperhighway.org 
– Network Nebraska 
– Market data: Fiber costs, commercial $/Mbps 

• Digital Arizona Program Broadband Mapping Tool & Data Base 
– School & Library locations 
– Proximity to AZ Highway segment  
– Data retained for Digital Arizona Program Broadband Database & Mapping Tool 
– Robust analytical capability 
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Key Assumptions  
• Reported Download Data Rates were Internet Access only; not WAN bandwidth 

• Each school campus within a District receives the same proportionate data rate  

• USAC /SLD Data more accurate than uncertain self reported costs 

• Charter school E-Rate discount @ 0% if not reported in USAC-SLD data 

• Reported data rate is proxy for fiber infrastructure presence or absence 

• “Urban” is defined as Maricopa + Pima Counties 
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Better Internet For Arizona Education 

• Totals sum in excess of 100% to account for multiple responses 
• Maricopa & Mohave Counties did not report 
• Does not support premise of LAN deficiencies as predominant 

barrier to effective use of available bandwidth  
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One data point 

100Mbs  Standard 



1/28/2014 Better Internet For Arizona Education 22 

0%

2%

4%

6%

8%

10%

12%

14%

16%

18%

20%

≤5 6-10 11-20 21-50 50-100 101-500 501-1000 1000+

18% 

17% 

13% 

14% 

16% 

11% 

4% 

7% 

Distribution  of Districts by Data Rate 

48% of Districts ≤ 20 mpbs 



1/28/2014 Better Internet For Arizona Education 23 

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

80

Apache Cochise Coconino Gila Graham Greenlee LaPaz Maricopa Mohave Navajo Pima Pinal Santa
Cruz

Yavapai Yuma Rural Urban State

10 10 

15 

7 

31 

46 

4 

80 

5 
9 

12 
15 

7 6 

20 

10 

50 

12 

Mbps 

Median Campus Data Rate 



1/28/2014 Better Internet For Arizona Education 24 

0%

5%

10%

15%

20%

25%

 ≤T-1 1.5-5 6-10 10-25 25-50 50-100 100-200 200-500 500-1000

6% 

19% 

16% 

22% 

14% 

11% 

6% 

3% 

2% 

% Campuses By Data Rate 

41% ≤ 10Mbps 

• 17 schools with T-1 or less (3 schools with dial-up modem); 
Only 11% of campuses meet 100 Mbps ConnectEd standard 
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58% 

46% 

% Districts PARCC Ready 

• PARCC Minimal Bandwidth Readiness Assumptions per Student  
• Caching - 5Kbps/Student 
• W/O Caching – 50Kbps/Student 

• PARCC assumes ~8:1 Computer/Student Ratio 
• Caching assumes one computer on LAN acts as server collecting simultaneous 

test data (real time experience); transmits to state POP offline within 20 days 
• GOEI Study Reported Download Mbps/District; 303 Districts reporting 
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Better Internet For Arizona Education 

• Libraries reported carrier infrastructure type (e.g fiber, DSL, cable 
• Data rate proxy used for K-12; 50 Mbps = HFC , 100 Mbps = fiber 
• Suggests ~ 10% of schools statewide on fiber to premise network 

cable of scaling to 1 Gbps+ speeds 
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To Scale 

Utah spends ῀ $19.6 million for statewide 
transport bandwidth & Internet access for 
῀ 800,000 K-20 students or $24.38 per 
student/year 

UEN – Arizona Comparison  

Arizona spends ῀$22.1 million for Internet 
Access for ῀ 1.1 million K-20 students or 
$19.42 per student/year 

Better Internet For Arizona Education 

12 Mbps 
Arizona K-12 Median Data Rate  

Per K-12 Campus 

1 Gbps 
UEN Predominant Data Rate  

Per K-12 Campus 
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• Statewide integrated University – K-12 network 
• Backbone at 2Gpbs speeds currently; increasing to 10 Gbps 
• Leased fiber backbone – independent NebraskaLink 
• Fiber-based District WAN’s; Network NE acts as broker 
• 85% of schools at 100+ Mbps250 Districts; 300,000 students 
• Backbone network self-funded, no general funds; ~ $215 p/mo 

per “entity” for network management, equipment & security.  
• Statewide use stimulated by $1000 per online 

course/semester (used or provided) 
• District fiber WANs constructed with Lottery & Federal money 
• Service provider incented to build through front-loaded, high 

NRC 10 year service contracts with low MRC’s to improve 
carrier ROI and reduce risk. 

• $4.5 million General Fund to “ESU” for PD, Technology 
Support/Distance Learning & Instructional Material; ῀40% 
spent on Technology Support 



Pima County Library System Case Study  
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• Model for statewide approach 
• State Librarian Office Resource 
• 200 Mbps median per library; 300 Mbps common; only 3 of 27 libraries under 100 

Manual process reminder system 
• Competition promoted by service provider research provided by State Librarian 
• Cox Metro Ethernet service 25 of 27 reporting Libraries 
• $150,000 Gates Foundation Grant returned $1.2 million additional E-Rate funding. 
•  Low relative $ Mbps/month 

Better Internet For Arizona Education 



Pima County Library System Case Study  
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EducationSuperhighway 
• Non-Profit funded by Bill & Melinda Gates & Mark Zuckerberg Foundations 

• Focused on improving K-12 Internet Connectivity; capacity & costs 

• Several initiatives focused on collecting, analyzing and disseminating Education 
Connectivity data 

– “Network Snapshot”: Technical team facilitates a process that identifies network bottlenecks 
and documents the network hardware deployed on the ground in schools today 

– “School SpeedTest” : A national database of the Internet access in every K-12 public school. 
It is designed to measure the available bandwidth in the classroom for digital learning and 
help districts assess their readiness for the 2014-15 assessments 

– “Internet Pricing Portal” Aggregates cost data from E-Rate participants and provides the 
ability to see benchmark prices for Internet connectivity and equipment 

• Seeks partnership with Arizona to sponsorship State specific initiatives (Free).  Already 
partnering with 25+ states. 
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Background & Methodology 

 Questions regarding Arizona Ready / Common Core State 

Standards were included in the November 2013 

WestTrack omnibus phone study.  
 

 The October 2012, April 2013 and August 2013 WestTrack studies 

included similar questions (although in a different order) regarding 

Common Core State Standards. 
 

 478 completed interviews in November 2013 
 431 completed interviews in August 2013 

 596* completed interviews in April 2013 

 431 completed interviews in October 2012 

 

• Interviewing was conducted between November 11 and 

30, 2013 
 

* The April 2013 WestTrack Report indicates there were 698 completes, which there were. However, in that month, there was 

an oversample in the Phoenix study, which resulted in an over-statement of Phoenix residents in the findings. In the August 

Report, the proportion of Phoenix, Tucson, and outlying areas reported in April is consistent with the other months. As a 

result, the percentages in this report may be 1% to 3% different than shown in the April Report.  

 
 



Slide 37 

Summary 

 
 

•Overall, awareness of Arizona's College and Career Ready Standards 

/ Common Core State Standards increased slightly over the last 

measurement period (August 2013). The biggest gains were seen among 

parents, Democrats, and those with incomes <$75K. 

 

•While favorability among all respondents has been consistent over the 

past three time periods, favorability among Republicans has decreased. 

In addition, unfavorable ratings by those over 50 years of age and those 

with incomes over $75K have increased.  

 

•Three-quarters (74%) of all respondents maintained they favor (either 

strongly or somewhat) the standards after being read a description. 

However, the proportion of parents who say they strongly favor the 

initiative decreased from 48% to 34% between August and November 

2013. Similarly, strongly favor ratings among those under 50, 

Republicans, and those with incomes over $75K decreased. 

Interestingly, strongly favor ratings among educators also decreased 

significantly.   
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Summary 

 
 

•Approximately half of all respondents said they would be very or 

somewhat likely to engage in activities to support Arizona’s College 

and Career Ready Standards. As might be expected, parents and 

educators are the sub-groups most likely to become involved in these 

activities.   

 

•Overall, 15% of Arizona residents have you heard, read, or seen 

information about Arizona Ready in the past six months. One fifth of 

parents reported awareness of Arizona Ready, representing a significant 

increase since April, 2013. 
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All Respondents  
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Thinking about the last six months, how much have you seen, read or 

heard about Arizona's College and Career Ready Standards (previously 
known as Common Core State Standards)? (November 2013) 

Oct ’12 

n=431 
(A) 

Apr ’13 

n=596 
(B) 

Aug ’13 

n=431 
(C) 

Nov ’13 

n=478 
(D) 

A lot 8% 8% 10% 15%AB 

Moderate amount 15% 12% 11% 15% 

A little 22% 23% 21% 23% 

Nothing at all 53% 54% 55% 46%ABC 

Don’t know 2% 3% 3% 1% 

Total 100% 100% 100% 100% 

ABCD Statistically significantly different from others in category 

Note: question wording referred to “Common Core” state standards in historical time periods.  
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Has what you have seen, read or heard recently about Arizona's  

Common Core State Standards given you a favorable or unfavorable  

impression of the standards? Would that be very or somewhat 

(un)favorable?  

Oct ’12 

n=196 
(A) 

Apr ’13 

n=98 
(B) 

Aug ’13 

n=181 
(C) 

Nov ’13 

n=252 
(D) 

Very favorable 16% 10% 16% 13% 

Somewhat favorable 45% 34% 32% 33%A 

Somewhat unfavorable 16% 23% 24% 22% 

Very unfavorable 8% 11% 11% 17%A 

Don’t know 15% 22% 17% 15% 

Total 100% 100% 100% 100% 

ABCD Statistically significantly different from others in category 

Note: question wording referred to “Common Core” state standards in historical time periods.  
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These new standards have been set to internationally competitive 

levels of English and math. This means that students may be more 

challenged by the material they study and the tests students take will 

measure more advanced concepts and require students to show their 

work. Knowing this, do you strongly favor, somewhat favor, 

somewhat oppose, or strongly oppose implementing these new 

College and Career Standards in Arizona?  

Aug ‘13 

n=431 

Nov ‘13 

n=478 

Strongly favor 43% 39% 

Somewhat favor 29% 35% 

Somewhat oppose 10% 8% 

Strongly oppose 8% 7% 

Don’t know 10% 10% 

Total 100% 100% 
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There are many opportunities to support Arizona’s College and 

Career Ready Standards (previously known as Common Core State 

Standards). Examples include: talking about them with a friend or 

neighbor, asking your local school or teacher what they are doing to 

implement the standards, sharing information online or voting for 

political candidates who support the standards. Knowing what you 

know, how likely are you to engage in one or more of these activities? 

Nov ‘13 

n=478 

Very likely 20% 

Somewhat likely 30% 

Somewhat unlikely 18% 

Very unlikely 28% 

Don’t know 3% 

Total 100% 
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In 2011, Governor Jan Brewer launched an education reform initiative 

to help Arizona kids and families prepare for the next century. The 

plan is called Arizona Ready. Over the past six months have you 

heard, read, or seen information about Arizona Ready?  

Apr ’13 

n=596 
(B) 

Aug ’13 

n=431 
(C) 

Nov ’13 

n=478 
(D) 

Yes 14% 15% 16% 

No / Don’t know 86% 85% 84% 

Total 100% 100% 100% 
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Parents / Non-Parents 
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Summary: Parents / Non-Parents 

• Parents of school-aged children tend to recall “a lot” or “a moderate amount” of 
information pertaining to Arizona’s College and Career Ready Standards, relative to non-
parents. In addition, awareness among parents has been increasing since the study began, 
and showed a significant increase between August and November.  

• While approximately half of parents have a “somewhat favorable” or “very favorable” 
impression of the standards, one fifth reported having a “very unfavorable” impression, 
representing an increase from previous time periods. 

• While support levels tended to be strong among both age groups after listening to the 
description, there was a significant decrease (between August and November) in parents 
who said they “strongly favor” implementing the new Common Core Standards in Arizona.  

• Parents were generally more likely than non-parents to be “somewhat likely” or “very 
likely” to engage in support activities for the standards. 

• One fifth of parents reported awareness of Arizona Ready, representing a significant 
increase since April, 2013. 
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Thinking about the last six months, how much have you seen, read or 

heard about Arizona's College and Career Ready Standards --

previously known as Common Core State Standards? 

Parent Non-Parent 

Apr ’13 

n=160 

(A) 

Aug ’13 

n=134 

(B) 
Nov ’13 

n=154 

Apr ’13 

n=436 

(A) 

Aug ’13 

n=298 

(B) 

Nov ’13 

n=322 

A lot 9% 19% 22%A 7% 7% 12%AB 

Moderate amount 11% 14% 20%A 13% 10% 13% 

A little 24% 27% 24% 22% 18% 22% 

Nothing at all 55% 39% 34%A 54% 61% 52%B 

Don’t know 1% 1% 0% 4% 4% 1%AB 

Total 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 

In data columns for November, ABC indicates significantly different than previous time period(s) at the 95% confidence level.  
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Has what you have seen, read or heard recently about Arizona's 

College and Career Ready Standards (previously known as Common 

Core State Standards) given you a favorable or unfavorable 

impression of the standards? Would that be very or somewhat 

(un)favorable? 

Parent Non-Parent 

Apr ’13 

n=71 

(A) 

Aug ’13 

n=80 

(B) 
Nov ’13 

n=101 

Apr ’13 

n=184 

(A) 

Aug ’13 

n=102 

(B) 

Nov ’13 

n=150 

Very favorable 17% 24% 15% 8% 9% 11% 

Somewhat favorable 33% 31% 35% 34% 33% 30% 

Somewhat unfavorable 27% 23% 22% 21% 26% 23% 

Very unfavorable 7% 11% 21%A 12% 11% 15% 

Don’t know 13% 11% 7% 25% 21% 21% 

Total 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 

In data columns for November, ABC indicates significantly different than previous time period(s) at the 95% confidence level.  
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These new standards have been set to internationally competitive 

levels in English and math. This means that students may be more 

challenged by the material they study and the tests students take will 

measure more advanced concepts and require students to show their 

work. Knowing this, do you strongly favor, somewhat favor, 

somewhat oppose, or strongly oppose implementing these new 

College and Career Standards in Arizona? 

Parent Non-Parent 

Aug ’13 

n=134 

(A) 
Nov ’13 

n=154 

Aug ’13 

n=298 

(A) 

Nov ’13 

n=322 

Strongly favor 48% 34%A 40% 41% 

Somewhat favor 32% 42% 28% 33% 

Somewhat oppose 11% 11% 9% 7% 

Strongly oppose 6% 9% 10% 6% 

Don’t know 3% 4% 13% 13% 

Total 100% 100% 100% 100% 

In data columns for November, ABC indicates significantly different than previous time period(s) at the 95% confidence level.  
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There are many opportunities to support Arizona’s College and 

Career Ready Standards (previously known as Common Core State 

Standards). Examples include: talking about them with a friend or 

neighbor, asking your local school or teacher what they are doing to 

implement the standards, sharing information online or voting for 

political candidates who support the standards. Knowing what you 

know, how likely are you to engage in one or more of these 

activities? 

Parent Non-Parent 

Nov ’13 

n=154 

Nov ’13 

n=322 

Very likely 28% 16% 

Somewhat likely 36% 28% 

Somewhat unlikely 18% 19% 

Very unlikely 17% 34% 

Don’t know 1% 3% 

Total 100% 100% 
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In 2011, Governor Jan Brewer launched an education reform 

initiative to help Arizona kids and families prepare for the next 
century. The plan is called Arizona Ready. Over the past six months 

have you heard, read, or seen information about Arizona Ready?  

Parent Non-Parent 

Apr ’13 

n=160 

(A) 

Aug ’13 

n=134 

(B) 
Nov ’13 

n=154 

Apr ’13 

n=436 

(A) 

Aug ’13 

n=298 

(B) 

Nov ’13 

n=322 

Yes 12% 18% 21%A 15% 14% 14% 

No / Don’t know 88% 82% 79%A 85% 86% 86% 

Total 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 

In data columns for November, ABC indicates significantly different than previous time period(s) at the 95% confidence level.  
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Respondent Age 
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Summary: Respondent Age 

• Those aged 50 and older are more likely to report having seen or heard “nothing at all” 
related to Arizona’s College and Career Ready Standards. Conversely, the proportion of 
those indicating they have seen or heard “a lot” about Common Core State Standards has 
increased among the 50+ segment.  

• Those younger than 50 tended to have a more favorable perception of the standards. The 
spectrum of favorability is more evenly distributed among those aged 50 and older. 

• Support levels tended to be strong among both age groups after listening to the 
description. A downward shift was seen among those under the age of 50, however, in the 
proportion of those reporting they “strongly favor” the standards. 

• Those younger than 50 report a higher likelihood of engaging in support activities for the 
standards. 

• Among both age groups, less than one fifth reported awareness of Arizona Ready. 
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<50 50+ 

Oct ’12 

n=174 

(A) 

Apr ’13 

n=172 

(B) 

Aug ’13 

n=157 

(C) 
Nov ’13 

n=192 

Oct ’12 

n=255 

(A) 

Apr ’13 

n=413 

(B) 

Aug ’13 

n=270 

(C) 

Nov ’13 

n=277 

A lot 13% 12% 13% 19% 5% 6% 9% 11%AB 

Moderate amount 19% 12% 10% 19%C 13% 13% 11% 13% 

A little 22% 24% 23% 19% 21% 22% 19% 26%C 

Nothing at all 45% 51% 53% 42%C 59% 55% 56% 49%A 

Don’t know 1% 1% 1% 1% 2% 4% 5% 1%BC 

Total 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 

In data columns for November, ABC indicates significantly different than previous time period(s) at the 95% confidence level.  

Thinking about the last six months, how much have you seen, read or 

heard about Arizona's College and Career Ready Standards --

previously known as Common Core State Standards? 
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<50 50+ 

Oct ’12 

n=95 

(A) 

Apr ’13 

n=82 

(B) 

Aug ’13 

n=73 

(C) 
Nov ’13 
n=109 

Oct ’12 

n=99 
(A) 

Apr ’13 

n=170 
(B) 

Aug ’13 

n=106 
(C) 

Nov ’13 
n=138 

Very favorable 16% 15% 21% 14% 16% 8% 12% 12% 

Somewhat favorable 46% 32% 27% 40% 44% 36% 37% 26%A 

Somewhat unfavorable 20% 33% 27% 23% 12% 18% 22% 22%A 

Very unfavorable 5% 6% 11% 15%AB 11% 13% 11% 20%C 

Don’t know 13% 14% 14% 8% 17% 25% 18% 20% 

Total 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 

In data columns for November, ABC indicates significantly different than previous time period(s) at the 95% confidence level.  

Has what you have seen, read or heard recently about Arizona's 

College and Career Ready Standards (previously known as Common 

Core State Standards) given you a favorable or unfavorable 

impression of the standards? Would that be very or somewhat 

(un)favorable? 
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<50 50+ 

Aug ’13 

n=157 

(A) 
Nov ’13 

n=192 

Aug ’13 

n=270 

(A) 

Nov ’13 

n=277 

Strongly favor 50% 36%A 38% 41% 

Somewhat favor 28% 40%A 30% 33% 

Somewhat oppose 10% 11% 9% 7% 

Strongly oppose 7% 8% 9% 7% 

Don’t know 5% 5% 14% 12% 

Total 100% 100% 100% 100% 

In data columns for November, ABC indicates significantly different than previous time period(s) at the 95% confidence level.  

These new standards have been set to internationally competitive 

levels in English and math. This means that students may be more 

challenged by the material they study and the tests students take will 

measure more advanced concepts and require students to show their 

work. Knowing this, do you strongly favor, somewhat favor, 

somewhat oppose, or strongly oppose implementing these new 

College and Career Standards in Arizona? 
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There are many opportunities to support Arizona’s College and 

Career Ready Standards (previously known as Common Core State 

Standards). Examples include: talking about them with a friend or 

neighbor, asking your local school or teacher what they are doing to 

implement the standards, sharing information online or voting for 

political candidates who support the standards. Knowing what you 

know, how likely are you to engage in one or more of these 

activities? 

<50 50+ 

Nov ’13 

n=192 

Nov ’13 

n=277 

Very likely 25% 17% 

Somewhat likely 36% 27% 

Somewhat unlikely 19% 18% 

Very unlikely 18% 35% 

Don’t know 2% 3% 

Total 100% 100% 
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In 2011, Governor Jan Brewer launched an education reform 

initiative to help Arizona kids and families prepare for the next 
century. The plan is called Arizona Ready. Over the past six months 

have you heard, read, or seen information about Arizona Ready?  

<50 50+ 

Apr ’13 

n=172 

(A) 

Aug ’13 

n=157 

(B) 
Nov ’13 

n=192 

Apr ’13 

n=413 

(A) 

Aug ’13 

n=270 

(B) 

Nov ’13 

n=277 

Yes 13% 15% 18% 14% 15% 15% 

No / Don’t know 87% 85% 82% 86% 85% 85% 

Total 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 

In data columns for November, ABC indicates significantly different than previous time period(s) at the 95% confidence level.  
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Party Affiliation  
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Summary: Party Affiliation 

• A similar proportion of Democrats, Republicans, and Independents reported they have 
heard “a lot” or “a moderate amount” about Arizona’s College and Career Ready Standards. 
A lower proportion of Republicans, compared to previous time periods, reported they have 
heard “nothing at all”. 

• Democrats tended to have a more favorable impression of the standards. Interestingly, 
compared to August, a significantly higher proportion of Republicans reported having a 
“very unfavorable” impression. 

• Support levels tended to be strong among all political affiliations after listening to the 
description. However, between August and November there was a significant drop in the 
proportion of Republicans maintaining they “strongly favor” the standards. 

• Likelihood to engage in support activities was similar among each political affiliation. 

• Among all political affiliations, fewer than one fifth reported awareness of Arizona Ready. 

 

 

 



Slide 61 

 

 
 

Democrat Republican Independent 

Apr  

’13 

n=179 

(A) 

Aug  

’13 

n=109 

(B) 

Nov  

’13 

n=104 

Apr  

’13 

n=172 

(A) 

Aug  

’13 

n=112 

(B) 

Nov  

’13 

n=141 

Apr  

’13 

n=168 

(A) 

Aug  

’13 

n=143 

(B) 

Nov  

’13 

n=127 

A lot 7% 13% 20%A 8% 10% 13% 10% 11% 13% 

Moderate 

amount 
17% 8% 13% 8% 10% 18%A 14% 16% 18% 

A little 22% 20% 22% 27% 23% 29% 18% 20% 20% 

Nothing at 

all 
51% 55% 42% 54% 54% 39%AB 54% 52% 49% 

Don’t know 3% 4% 3% 3% 3% 1% 4% 1% 0%B 

Total 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 

In data columns for November, ABC indicates significantly different than previous time period(s) at the 95% confidence level.  

Thinking about the last six months, how much have you seen, read or 

heard about Arizona's College and Career Ready Standards --

previously known as Common Core State Standards? 
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Democrat Republican Independent 

Apr  

’13 

n=83 

(A) 

Aug  

’13 

n=45 

(B) 

Nov  

’13 

n=57 

Apr  

’13 

n=74 

(A) 

Aug  

’13 

n=48 

(B) 

Nov  

’13 

n=84 

Apr  

’13 

n=72 

(A) 

Aug  

’13 

n=67 

(B) 

Nov  

’13 

n=65 

Very favorable 8% 18% 25%A 12% 12% 7% 11% 16% 8% 

Somewhat 

favorable 
29% 40% 35% 35% 44% 26%B 42% 21% 35% 

Somewhat 

unfavorable 
31% 22% 16%A 15% 15% 24% 18% 31% 25% 

Very 

unfavorable 
10% 13% 10% 14% 8% 24%B 12% 11% 20% 

Don’t know 22% 7% 14% 24% 21% 19% 17% 21% 12% 

Total 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 

In data columns for November, ABC indicates significantly different than previous time period(s) at the 95% confidence level.  

Has what you have seen, read or heard recently about Arizona's 

College and Career Ready Standards (previously known as Common 

Core State Standards) given you a favorable or unfavorable 

impression of the standards? Would that be very or somewhat 

(un)favorable? 
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Democrat Republican Independent 

Aug ’13 

n=109 

(A) 

Nov  

’13 

n=104 

Aug ’13 

n=112 

(A) 

Nov  

’13 

n=141 

Aug ’13 

n=143 

(A) 

Nov  

’13 

n=127 

Strongly favor 46% 52% 44% 28%A 38% 40% 

Somewhat favor 31% 30% 27% 42%A 33% 36% 

Somewhat oppose 11% 6% 10% 8% 10% 9% 

Strongly oppose 4% 6% 7% 11% 13% 6% 

Don’t know 8% 6% 12% 11% 6% 9% 

Total 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 

In data columns for November, ABC indicates significantly different than previous time period(s) at the 95% confidence level.  

These new standards have been set to internationally competitive 

levels in English and math. This means that students may be more 

challenged by the material they study and the tests students take will 

measure more advanced concepts and require students to show their 

work. Knowing this, do you strongly favor, somewhat favor, 

somewhat oppose, or strongly oppose implementing these new 

College and Career Standards in Arizona? 
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There are many opportunities to support Arizona’s College and 

Career Ready Standards (previously known as Common Core State 

Standards). Examples include: talking about them with a friend or 

neighbor, asking your local school or teacher what they are doing to 

implement the standards, sharing information online or voting for 

political candidates who support the standards. Knowing what you 

know, how likely are you to engage in one or more of these 

activities? 

Democrat Republican Independent 

Nov ’13 

n=104 

Nov ’13 

n=141 

Nov ’13 

n=127 

Very likely 25% 19% 19% 

Somewhat likely 33% 33% 32% 

Somewhat unlikely 17% 19% 17% 

Very unlikely 21% 24% 31% 

Don’t know 4% 5% 1% 

Total 100% 100% 100% 
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In 2011, Governor Jan Brewer launched an education reform 

initiative to help Arizona kids and families prepare for the next 
century. The plan is called Arizona Ready. Over the past six months 

have you heard, read, or seen information about Arizona Ready?  

Democrat Republican Independent 

Apr  
’13 

n=179 
(A) 

Aug  
’13 

n=109 
(B) 

Nov  
’13 

n=104 

Apr  
’13 

n=167 
(A) 

Aug  
’13 

n=112 
(B) 

Nov  
’13 

n=141 

Apr  
’13 

n=168 
(A) 

Aug  
’13 

n=143 
(B) 

Nov  
’13 

n=127 

Yes 14% 13% 18% 12% 23% 17% 17% 15% 18% 

No / Don’t know 86% 87% 82% 88% 77% 83% 83% 85% 82% 

Total 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 

In data columns for November, ABC indicates significantly different than previous time period(s) at the 95% confidence level.  
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Respondent Income 
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Summary: Respondent Income 

• Those with annual household incomes of $75,000 or more reported slightly higher 
awareness of Arizona’s College and Career Ready Standards. Over half of those with lower 
annual household incomes reported they have heard or seen “nothing at all”. 

• Those with lower annual household incomes, however, tended to have a more favorable 
impression of the standards. Approximately one fifth of those with higher annual household 
incomes report a “very unfavorable” opinion, which represents a significant increase 
compared to previous time periods. 

• While support levels tended to be strong among both income groups after listening to the 
description, a downward shift was seen among those with higher annual household 
incomes in the proportion of those reporting they “strongly favor” the standards. 

• Approximately half of those in each income group reported they would be “very likely” or 
“somewhat likely” to engage in support activities for the standards. 

• Awareness levels for Arizona Ready have not changed significantly among either income 
group. 
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<$75k $75k+ 

Oct 
’12 

n=194 
(A) 

Apr 
’13 

n=307 
(B) 

Aug ’13 

n=207 
(C) 

Nov ’13 
n=247 

Oct 
’12 

n=141 
(A) 

Apr 
’13 

n=168 
(B) 

Aug 
’13 

n=144 
(C) 

Nov 

’13 
n=141 

A lot 4% 7% 5% 10%AC 17% 12% 21% 19% 

Moderate amount 11% 14% 11% 13% 18% 12% 13% 21%B 

A little 25% 20% 21% 22% 17% 24% 22% 24% 

Nothing at all 58% 56% 60% 54% 48% 51% 42% 35%AB 

Don’t know 2% 3% 3% 1% - 1% 2% 1% 

Total 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 

In data columns for November, ABC indicates significantly different than previous time period(s) at the 95% confidence level.  

Thinking about the last six months, how much have you seen, read or 

heard about Arizona's College and Career Ready Standards --

previously known as Common Core State Standards? 
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<$75k $75k+ 

Oct ’12 
n=79 
(A) 

Apr ’13 
n=125 

(B) 

Aug ’13 
n=75 
(C) 

Nov ’13 

n=111 

Oct ’12 
n=73 

(A) 

Apr ’13 
n=81 

(B) 

Aug ’13 
n=81 

(C) 
Nov ’13 

n=90 

Very favorable 11% 8% 7% 12% 25% 14% 25% 14% 

Somewhat favorable 47% 33% 36% 39% 48% 39% 35% 26%A 

Somewhat unfavorable 18% 27% 29% 19% 14% 17% 18% 26% 

Very unfavorable 9% 12% 16% 18% 7% 9% 8% 19%AC 

Don’t know 15% 20% 12% 12% 6% 21% 14% 15% 

Total 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 

In data columns for November, ABC indicates significantly different than previous time period(s) at the 95% confidence level.  

Has what you have seen, read or heard recently about Arizona's 

College and Career Ready Standards (previously known as Common 

Core State Standards) given you a favorable or unfavorable 

impression of the standards? Would that be very or somewhat 

(un)favorable? 
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<$75k $75k+ 

Aug ’13 

n=207 

(A) 
Nov ’13 

n=247 

Aug ’13 

n=144 

(A) 

Nov ’13 

n=141 

Strongly favor 38% 42% 50% 38%A 

Somewhat favor 33% 36% 27% 39%A 

Somewhat oppose 13% 7%A 10% 9% 

Strongly oppose 8% 6% 6% 8% 

Don’t know 8% 9% 7% 6% 

Total 100% 100% 100% 100% 

In data columns for November, ABC indicates significantly different than previous time period(s) at the 95% confidence level.  

These new standards have been set to internationally competitive 

levels in English and math. This means that students may be more 

challenged by the material they study and the tests students take will 

measure more advanced concepts and require students to show their 

work. Knowing this, do you strongly favor, somewhat favor, 

somewhat oppose, or strongly oppose implementing these new 

College and Career Standards in Arizona? 
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There are many opportunities to support Arizona’s College and 

Career Ready Standards (previously known as Common Core State 

Standards). Examples include: talking about them with a friend or 

neighbor, asking your local school or teacher what they are doing to 

implement the standards, sharing information online or voting for 

political candidates who support the standards. Knowing what you 

know, how likely are you to engage in one or more of these 

activities? 

<$75k $75k+ 

Nov ’13 

n=247 

Nov ’13 

n=141 

Very likely 16% 24% 

Somewhat likely 34% 29% 

Somewhat unlikely 20% 19% 

Very unlikely 28% 26% 

Don’t know 2% 2% 

Total 100% 100% 
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In 2011, Governor Jan Brewer launched an education reform 

initiative to help Arizona kids and families prepare for the next 
century. The plan is called Arizona Ready. Over the past six months 

have you heard, read, or seen information about Arizona Ready?  

<$75k $75k+ 

Apr ’13 

n=307 

(A) 

Aug ’13 

n=207 

(B) 

Nov  

’13 

n=247 

Apr ’13 

n=168 

(A) 

Aug ’13 

n=144 

(B) 

Nov  

’13 

n=141 

Yes 11% 13% 14% 20% 15% 20% 

No / Don’t know 89% 87% 86% 80% 85% 80% 

Total 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 

In data columns for November, ABC indicates significantly different than previous time period(s) at the 95% confidence level.  
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Profession  
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Summary: Profession 

• Educators were much more likely than those in other professions to report they have heard 
or seen “a lot” or “a moderate amount” about Arizona’s College and Career Ready 
Standards. An upward shift, however, can be seen among non-educators in the proportion 
of those reporting they have heard or seen “a lot”. 

• Non-educators tended to have a less favorable impression of the standards. 

• While support levels tended to be strong among both educators and non-educators after 
listening to the description, a downward shift was seen among educators in the proportion 
reporting they “strongly favor” the standards. 

• Over half of educators and non-educators reported they were “very likely” or “somewhat 
likely” to engage in support activities for the standards. 

• Over one third of educators reported awareness of Arizona Ready, while less than one fifth 
of non-educators reported awareness. 
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Educator Other 

Apr ’13 

n=19 

(A) 

Aug ’13 

n=32 

(B) 
Nov ’13 

n=31 

Apr ’13 

n=211 

(A) 

Aug ’13 

n=188 

(B) 

Nov ’13 

n=211 

A lot 58% 53% 55% 5% 7% 13%AB 

Moderate amount 11% 3% 13% 12% 13% 15% 

A little 10% 22% 16% 25% 23% 21% 

Nothing at all 21% 22% 16% 56% 55% 50% 

Don’t know - - - 2% 2% 1% 

Total 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 

In data columns for November, ABC indicates significantly different than previous time period(s) at the 95% confidence level.  

Thinking about the last six months, how much have you seen, read or 

heard about Arizona's College and Career Ready Standards --

previously known as Common Core State Standards? 
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Educator Other 

Apr ’13 

n=15 

(A) 

Aug ’13 

n=25 

(B) 
Nov ’13 

n=26 

Apr ’13 

n=88 

(A) 

Aug ’13 

n=80 

(B) 

Nov ’13 

n=105 

Very favorable 40% 48% 31% 9% 11% 10% 

Somewhat favorable 46% 28% 31% 42% 36% 38% 

Somewhat unfavorable - 12% 15% 23% 21% 21% 

Very unfavorable 7% 4% 8% 9% 13% 21%A 

Don’t know 7% 8% 15% 17% 19% 10% 

Total 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 

In data columns for November, ABC indicates significantly different than previous time period(s) at the 95% confidence level.  

Has what you have seen, read or heard recently about Arizona's 

College and Career Ready Standards (previously known as Common 

Core State Standards) given you a favorable or unfavorable 

impression of the standards? Would that be very or somewhat 

(un)favorable? 
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Educator Other 

Aug ’13 

n=32 

(A) 

 

Nov ’13 

n=31 

Aug ’13 

n=188 

(A) 

 

Nov ’13 

n=211 

Strongly favor 60% 29%A 45% 40% 

Somewhat favor 19% 45% 33% 38% 

Somewhat oppose 9% 10% 10% 6% 

Strongly oppose 9% 6% 7% 8% 

Don’t know 3% 10% 5% 8% 

Total 100% 100% 100% 100% 

In data columns for November, ABC indicates significantly different than previous time period(s) at the 95% confidence level.  

These new standards have been set to internationally competitive 

levels in English and math. This means that students may be more 

challenged by the material they study and the tests students take will 

measure more advanced concepts and require students to show their 

work. Knowing this, do you strongly favor, somewhat favor, 

somewhat oppose, or strongly oppose implementing these new 

College and Career Standards in Arizona? 
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There are many opportunities to support Arizona’s College and 

Career Ready Standards (previously known as Common Core State 

Standards). Examples include: talking about them with a friend or 

neighbor, asking your local school or teacher what they are doing to 

implement the standards, sharing information online or voting for 

political candidates who support the standards. Knowing what you 

know, how likely are you to engage in one or more of these 

activities? 

Educator Other 

Nov ’13 

n=31 

Nov ’13 

n=211 

Very likely 35% 20% 

Somewhat likely 32% 34% 

Somewhat unlikely 13% 20% 

Very unlikely 10% 24% 

Don’t know 10% 2% 

Total 100% 100% 
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In 2011, Governor Jan Brewer launched an education reform 

initiative to help Arizona kids and families prepare for the next 
century. The plan is called Arizona Ready. Over the past six months 

have you heard, read, or seen information about Arizona Ready?  

Educator Other 

Apr ’13 

n=19 

(A) 

Aug ’13 

n=32 

(B) 
Nov ’13 

n=31 

Apr ’13 

n=211 

(A) 

Aug ’13 

n=188 

(B) 

Nov ’13 

n=211 

Yes 32% 22% 39% 15% 12% 17% 

No / Don’t know 68% 78% 61% 85% 88% 83% 

Total 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 

In data columns for November, ABC indicates significantly different than previous time period(s) at the 95% confidence level.  


